

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE RECEIVED 


In re: 


BEFORE THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 

) AWA Docket No. 1 5-0 A? ^ 


LINDA THORP, an individual, doing ) 
business as Sky Blue Ranch, Inc., Sky Blue ) 
Ranch, SBR Inc. at Sky Ranch, and AIM ) 


Pets, 


) 

) 

) COMPLAINT 


Respondent. 


There is reason to believe that the respondent named herein has willfully violated the 
Animal Welfare Act, as amended (7 U.S.C. §§ 2131-2159)(AWA or Act), and the regulations 
promulgated thereunder (9 C.F.R. §§ 1. 1-4.1 l)(Regulations). Therefore, the Administrator of the 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) issues this complaint alleging the 
following: 


JURISDICTIONAL ALLEGATIONS 


1. Linda Thoip is an individual doing business variously as Sky Blue Ranch, Inc., 


Sky Blue Ranch, SBR Inc. at Sky Ranch, and AIM Pets, and whose business mailing address is 
1821 Quarry Trail, Winterset, Iowa 50273. At all times mentioned herein, respondent Thorp was 
a dealer, as that term is defined in the Act and the Regulations. Respondent Thorp obtained an 
AWA license (number 42-A-1140) under the name “Sky Blue Ranch, Inc.,” and falsely 
represented to APHIS that “Sky Blue Ranch, Inc.” was a corporation when in fact it was not a 
legal entity. AWA license 42-A-l 140 was terminated on September 23, 2013. 

2. At all times mentioned herein, respondent Thorp was also the principal of Saddle 


Bark Ranch, Inc., an Iowa corporation (No. 218871) through which respondent Thorp operated 
as an intermediate handler, as that term is used in the Act and the Regulations (registration 


number 42-H-0006). Saddle Bark Ranch, Inc., was dissolved December 14, 2014. 

ALLEGATIONS REGARDING SIZE OF BUSINESS. GRAVITY OF ALLEGED 

VIOLATIONS. GOOD FAITH AND COMPLIANCE HISTORY 

3. Respondent reported to APHIS receipt of $74,331 from the sale of 219 animals in 
2010, $75,361 from the sale of 228 animals in 2011, and $55,223 from the sale of 194 animals in 
2012. APHIS documented noncompliance with the Act and/or the Regulations on March 6, 
September 11, and November 17, 2011, March 1, March 19, September 24, and October 24, 
2012, and January 15, June 11, July 31, August 1, and August 7, 2013. APHIS issued an Official 
Warning to respondent on April 29, 2013. Respondent interfered with APHIS officials’ 
inspection on September 4, 2013. 

ALLEGED VIOLATIONS 

4. On or about June 1 1, 2013, July 31, 2013, August 1, 2013, August 7, 2013, and 
September 4, 2013, respondent failed to provide APHIS with access for inspection and/or to have 
a responsible adult available to accompany APHIS officials during inspection, in willful 
violation of the Act and the Regulations. 7 U.S.C. § 2146(a); 9 C.F.R. § 2.126. 

5. On or about September 4, 2013, respondent interfered with, verbally abused, and 
harassed APHIS inspectors in the course of their duties, to the extent that the inspectors were 
unable to complete their inspection of respondent’s facilities, animals and records, in willful 
violation of the Act and the Regulations. 9 C.F.R. § 2.4. 

6. On or about September 4, 2013, respondent willfully violated the Regulations (9 
C.F.R. § 2.100(a)), by failing to comply with the standards for dogs, as follows: 

a. Two enclosures housing four dogs had interior surfaces that were not free 

from excessive rust. 9 C.F.R. § 3.1(c)(l)(i). 
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b. Respondent failed to clean and sanitize the surfaces of housing facilities for 
dogs, as required, and specifically, (i) the air conditioning unit in the comer of the 
housing facility had a thick layer of hair, dust, dirt and/or grime covering the front vent 
that blows into the animal area; (ii) water fixtures and PVC pipes had layers of grime; 
(iii) there were piles of dust, sawdust, mouse droppings, and debris on the floor and 
covering items stored at the sink area; and (iv) the ceiling was nearly covered with fly 
specks. 9 C.F.R. § 3.1(c)(3) 

c. Respondent failed to spot-clean and sanitize the hard surfaces of two of 
the three enclosures for dogs, which bore a build-up of yellow and brown grime. 9 C.F.R. 
§ 3.1(c)(3). 

d. Respondent stored toxic substances (including fly spray, bleach, sealant, 
rat bait, Shout, and other household cleaners) in animal areas. 9 C.F.R. § 3.1(e). 

e. Respondent failed to provide adequate lighting in sheltered animal 
facilities, and specifically two of the three enclosures inspected, containing three dogs, 
lacked sufficient lighting. 9 C.F.R. § 3.3(c). 

f. Two enclosures housing three dogs had broken wires with sharp points 
that were accessible to the dogs. 9 C.F.R. § 3.6(a)(2)(i). 

g. Two enclosures housing three dogs had floors made of metal wire strands 
that were less than 1/8 of an inch in diameter. 9 C.F.R. § 3.6(a)(2)(xii). 

h. Respondent failed to establish and maintain an effective pest control 
program, and specifically, rodent droppings were observed throughout the housing 
facility, and the ceiling of the housing facility was nearly covered with fly-specs. 9 
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C.F.R. § 3.1 1(d). 

WHEREFORE, it is hereby ordered that for the purpose of determining whether the 
respondent has in fact willfully violated the Act and the Regulations issued under the Act, this 
complaint shall be served upon the respondent, who shall file an answer with the Hearing Clerk, 
United States Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250-9200, in accordance with the 

I 

Rules of Practice governing proceedings under the Act (7 C.F.R. §§ 1.130-162.13). Failure to 
file an answer shall constitute an admission of all the material allegations of this complaint. 
APHIS requests that this matter be conducted in accordance with the Rules of Practice governing 
proceedings under the Act, and that such order or orders be issued as are authorized by the Act 
and warranted under the circumstances. 



Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 

COLLEEN A. CARROLL 
LAUREN E. BECKER 
Attorneys for Complainant 
Office of the General Counsel 
United States Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Room 2014 South Building 
Washington, D.C. 20250-1400 
202-690-4299 (Fax) 

colleen.carroll@ogc.usda.gov ; (202) 720-6430 
lauren.becker@ogc.usda.gov ; (202) 720-7753 
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